
December 17, 2018 
 
Dear Ethics Naples Supporter: 
 
We wanted to provide you with a brief update prior to the holidays on our ongoing 
efforts to give people the right to vote on our ethics charter amendment. 
 
Recent Actions by City Council 
 
City Council on December 5 considered a proposal introduced by Councilwoman 
Ellen Seigel to create a new city ethics commission whose members would be 
entirely appointed by City Council, and which would be staffed by the city manager 
and city attorney. 
 
This proposal, which had only been first publicly described at the prior Council 
meeting on November 19, was apparently advanced because, as Ms Seigel stated, 
“we need to show our citizens that we care about ethics.”  Ethics Naples opposed 
this proposal, which we termed “ethics-lite”, because it lacks the independent 
administration both at the commission and staffing level that is a basic requirement 
of any good local government ethics program. 
 
Remarkably, City Council could not even agree on passing this limited 
proposal.   
 
While Mayor Barnett and Councilman Buxton joined Councilwoman Seigel in voting 
for the proposed commission, Councilpersons Hutchison and Penniman opposed it 
because of its inherent weaknesses and also because of their continuing 
commitment to give people the right to vote on the charter amendment proposal.  
And Councilpersons Price and McLeod also voted against it, apparently for a very 
different reason -- because they did not want any commission in place looking over 
Council’s shoulder, even one hand-picked by Council itself. 
 
Given the rejection of the proposed commission by Council, there is no other 
proposal currently before Council other than the Ethics Naples charter amendment 
referendum. 
 
So where are we now?   
 
Here is a quick recap and summary: 
 

• We currently have a defective ethics ordinance and a weak program in place 
to administer the existing ethics code in Naples.  For years, City Council has 
been unwilling to acknowledge this or take appropriate steps to address it.  
This is the basic reason why Ethics Naples was formed to develop a citizens 
initiative to implement a new and better code. 
 



• Ethics Naples gathered the necessary citizen petitions as required by law and 
requested that the proposed amendment go on the August 28, 2018 primary 
ballot.   The City refused to refer it to the ballot and instead sued Ethics 
Naples.  On October 5, Circuit Court Judge Hayes ruled in favor of Ethics 
Naples and ordered that a special election be held on March 26, 2019. 

 
 

• The City then appealed Judge Hayes’ ruling to the 2nd District Court of 
Appeals.  Under Florida law, the City also has the right of an automatic stay of 
this ruling until the appeal is determined.  The City opposed our request to 
have the stay lifted.  
  

• It is not certain when the appeal will be heard, but this will likely not occur 
for another 2-3 months at least, meaning February or March of next year. 

 
 

• As a practical matter, therefore, there will not be a special election vote on 
the charter amendment on March 26, 2019, as Judge Hayes originally 
ordered.  This is because the Collier Supervisor of Elections needs about 100 
days advance notice to organize and staff properly any special election. 
 

• If Judge Hayes ruling is upheld by the appeals court (as we expect will occur), 
then the City would presumably be ordered to set another timely date for a 
vote on the amendment, or the court itself may set that date.  So we would 
still hope to see an opportunity for Naples citizens to vote on this initiative 
next year. 

 
 

• The City could always continue its delaying tactics by seeking further review 
by the Florida Supreme Court of any appeals court decision favorable to 
Ethics Naples.   Given that the City has already spent an estimated $100,000 
or more of taxpayer dollars resisting this initiative, one would hope that it 
would refrain from throwing more good dollars after bad, but that has not 
been the case thus far. 

 
Please Continue to Help with Your Support 
 
Underlying all this is the fundamental issue of giving people the right to vote.  Under 
Florida law, citizens have the clear right to petition for a vote on a matter like ethics 
reform.  Judge Hayes ruled clearly and definitively that the Ethics Naples petition 
met the requirements to be on the ballot. 
 
Please continue to contact City Council members and ask them to support the 
charter amendment vote.  Council could vote at any time to withdraw its appeal.   
 



And as we approach year-end, please consider a donation to Ethics Naples.  We are 
incurring significant legal expenses fighting the City’s actions.  And we eventually 
will need to finance a campaign to win the vote once an election date is finally set.   
 
If everyone receiving this e-mail would make a contribution of just $100, for 
example, it would go a long way to meeting our financial needs.  You can send a 
check to Ethics Naples at the address below or contribute online by visiting the 
Ethics Naples website. 
 
Thank you again for your past support.  We will continue to keep you informed in 
2019. 
 
Happy holidays! 
 
 
 
Board of Directors, Ethics Naples 


